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RISIN G. 
Set forth 


In a Sermon 


Preached before the Honourable Houſe 


| of Comnons,on the 25 Ofob. being 

1] | the day appointed for the Montbly | 

| Faſt, ſolemnly tobe obſerved. — - | | 

By Henry wilkiuſon, B. D. late Divinity] Reader in| f 
Magaalen Hall Oxford. 


Publiſhed by Order of that Houſe. - 


| PSAL.1 37.8. O daughter of Babylon,who art to be deffrayed : 4 


| ſrall he be that rewardeth thee,as thow haſt ſerved us.ver. g. Happy 

ſhall he be that taketh and daſheth thy little ones againſt the tones, 

Rx v. 18.2, Babylonthe great is fallen, is fallen. 

Ps AL.102.13. Thos foalt ariſe, and have mercy upon Zion : 
for the time to favenr her, yea the ſet time is come. v.14. For thy 
ſervants tate pleaſure in her lones:andfavonr the duſt thereof. ver. 

I6. hen the Lord ſhallbnild up Zion, he ſhall appear in his glory, 

| ISA.65.19.But be you glad and rejoyce for ever in that which / create: | *Y 

for behs!d,1 create [ct 4 arcjoycmg and her people a joy. | ; 


WE LOND ON, | 
| Printed for Cur. MErxeDITH,and SA.GELLIBRAND, andare to 
| be ſoldar their Shops in Paw/s Church-yard. 1643: 
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The Honoupble Houſe 


OF 

COMMON S> 
.____ Now aſſembled in 
PARLIAME ALT. _ 


4 41 : pleaſe Jon to caſt your eye apon thas, which 

HA WS oce had jour eare, and to ownthat birch which 
AT received Life at firft from you : It defires no othev 
cle P afſe-port 07 protetion, but your name, (however 
vilified ) or doth it care to be ar tinguiſhed or known by 
any ther liyery or copniſance, then that which this Hoxou= 


 rable Houſe beftowes upou —_ 08 Oo # looks as ry a9 


and devoted ſervants. . 

It es your fate now (&s it BEVEr Ws 70 any Parlivinent) fo 
have violences offered you, contumelies and indignities caft 
wpon you ;, your repmation wounded, antl;your name, (which 
bed wont to be honewren dnd account acred) faned and 


crucified yer you may comfort _ ſelves in this, that thoſe 
things 


The Epiſtke 
things are done by ſuch whoſe favour is @ blot, aud good word p_ 
an imputation : Tour perſons and proceedings had been ren- o 
dred ſuſpetied if they did bene audire amongſt wile men, of ( 
whom :t tis ſaid, 1{.32,6. that they will ſpeak villany © 7f —- 
they ſbould undertake your vindiciz by their tongues or -Þ 
ſwords , or be your advocates in any kinde, we ſhould ſuſpe# 
your perſons, and be afraid to own your cauſe, 

Notwithſtanding all this,it would argue too much weakneſſe 
of ſpiy4t, to reſent ſuch injuries too deeply, which can make 
wo ſuch tmpreſsron as towonnd or hart: Reproaches are Devils 
Tacits that are caſt out by contempt; ſpreta exoleſcunt , fi iraſ- 
The ninth C21e 2gnira videntur, 1t was the honour of Theodofins, 
' Code. Honorius azd Arcadius, that they did make au a& upon 
record 10 pardon and pity ſuch as for want of modeſiy and ex- 
ceſſe of tmpudence ſhould invade thetr reputation by inſolent 
flanders, or bitter calumnies, Alexander the Great is famous 
for this, that he could contemn ſlanders, 4nd ſo is Ceſar 
for paſsing by the detratiions of Calvus the Oratour, and 
Carullus the Poet : 4nd ſo is Auguſtus for pardoxing 
Timagenes the Hiftorian who had defamed bimpublikely, 
#5 alſo for conquering the affronts of Pollio, with « fruere 
mi Pollio,fruere. - Tiberins h:mſe/fe bad wont to aiſſemble 
Snjuries in this kind, and Titus to ſcorne them. But our 
Lord Teſus Chriſt is a pattern beyond all., who rut by, and 
indeed conquered all the horrible inſolencies that the wit q 
of. malice could ixfii4, with « Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they doe, Lut.23.34. However you 
muſt haue'a care tovindicate the honour of Chrift and Re. 
ligion, for though you ſuffer for Chriſt, yet you muſt take care 
that Chrift doth not ſuffer by you , and. though Religion bee 
wounded through your ſides , yet you:muft have a care that 

Religion doth wot bleed to death through your wounds. 
It 


: 
F 
i 
} 


| Dedicatory. 

" It cannot be expeRed , but that the eye of ewvie ſhould bee 
#pon you, and the hazd of violence up agarnſt you , ſince you 
are engaged in ſuch a work, as full of enuie'as it es of dif- 
ficulty and danger : for ſince your buſineſſe lies profeſſedly 
egainft the Apocalypticall beaſt, 4nd all his compleces ; 
you muſt expe that the militia of Hell and the trayned 
bands of Satan, (i.e:) thoſe that have recerued the mark of 
the beaFt, ſhall beput into a poflure of warre, furniſhed with 

all their traizes of Artillery,. end the whole Magazine of 
Sataz, to put in execution their black Commiſhon, which 
breathes forth nothing but blood, and ſlaughter, and ruine 
of our perſons and our Religion. T hope this diſcourſe will 
furniſh and accommodete you with Antidotes and Preſtrua- 
rrves, with weapons and ammunition,with cordials and'com- 
forts, by which you may be encouraged to goe on, and exabled 
to hold out and Conguer, | | 
IT know you are looked at as @ coxtemptible company , but 
let thoſe remember ( that account you ſo) that the cake of 
barley bread which tumbled into the hoſte of Midian, 
and came intoa tent, ſmote it that it fell, andoverturned 
the tent that it lay down, Indg. 7-13. /t zs the condition 
of Gods people to appeare, and 1n4 ſort tobe like Chriſt, of 
whom it was ſaid, There is no beauty that we ſhould de- 
fire him: He is deſpiſed and rejeted of men, a man of 
fſorrowes, and acquainted withgriefe : and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was deſpiſed,and weeſtee- 
med him not, 1. 53. 2 Jo And yet 4s baſe as hewas tn the 
eyes of men, be had the moft glor1ous titles that ever were 
given, I{.g. 6.7. So farre ſbould this be from diſheartning 
Gods Servants, that it ſhould be accounted their honour to 
be like their Maſter ; however it be that men have vilified 
you, yet certatuly God hath honoured you more then ever any 
A 3 Parliament 


The Epiſtle = 
Parliament in England was honoured; for he hath done 
that by you, which oar Progenitours did but intertamne 132 4 
boſome-retired thought , and in hopes at ſo vaſt  diftance 
fromaccompliſhment, that they ſeemed rather pleaſing fan- 
cies; then faire probabiliries': There bath beene 6 concur- 
rente of many firange and admirable ARs of Providence, 
and God hath aſſembled many and ſeverall events, which 
have 1juzd out of the multitude of affatres cluſtering to- 
gether-; ſo that wee may *uly ſay , tt was the. deſign ' of 
Heaven to grue you and 5 4 contraed experience of 
very many mercies, and to infirutt us by way: of abridge- 
ment, and ns it were toſhew us in a few Months the tmage 
of: many yeares,"- - HRC? SERA IKE A F 

The berth with which you travell, as it was the expetats- 
on of Antiquity aud Ages paſt, ſo it will be the happt- 
neſſe of Poſterity , and Ages futures, thiak not that it ts ta 
the power or compaſſe of desls or men, to wake that birth 
prove abortive, which himſelfe has undertakes. to bring 
forth, and to baptize it with the name of Iſrael, it being a 
child of Promiſe, 1166.9. Shall [bring tothe birth, and 
not cauſe to bring forth, faith the Lord? ſhallI cauſe 
to bring forth , and ſhit the wombe , ſaith thy God? 
That which makes me poſſeſſe my ſoule with ar \ aſſurance of 
ſucceſſe , and a grations' iſſue 11 your great tranſations , 
7s this, becauſe 1 ſee a Jacob and an Elan in the womb of 
rhe great deſigne, and 1 am ſare the elder fhall ſerve the 
younger : TI finde a competition betwixt the ſeed of the wo- 
man and the ſeed of the Serpent, and I am ſure the ſeed 
of the woman ſhall break the head of the Serpent ; 
whereas the Servent ſhall but bruiſe the beele of the 
Church, Gen. 3.15. the wound in the head ſhall be tncurs- 


Ble, that inthe brele ſhall not be mortall, I percetve there is 
great 


Dedicatorie. 


great contention betwixt malice, and exoie, and pride, and 


tranny, luxuiy, and relellion, with the re# of that lack 


guard of Hell on the ene fide; and faiih; and prayers, on 


the other: Now am ſure that this isrhe' viGoty which v- 
vercommeth-rhe world , even fairh,®loh.;.4; 43d 
I am ſure that prayer can ingage the nhole Militia of 
Heaven, and tbe Lord of Hoits:on its ſide: 1 perceive that 
Babylon ard its ſupporters, end Sion and its Builders are 
put in the Ballances as it were: And 1 find a Mene (i.e) 
Gcd hath numbred thy Kingdome and finiſhed it , and 
a Tekel thou art weighed inthe ballances,and art found 
wanting,Dan. 5.24.2 5.974tten over the one Scale: And TI 
ſee the Apoſtles £51115 over the other, we are morethen 
Conquerours : #herefore if Amalek, 67. Midian, or Ca- 
naanites, or Philiſtims, vr Babyſonians cax Conquer the 
Iſrael of God , nho was therefore: Chriſined Iirael, becauſe 
as a Prince he diaprevaile with God, and be ſhould prevaile 
with men, Gen. 32. 28. if now the Lords Counſell may tee 


' fruftrated, or his ftrength maſtered, os if there be any that 


can ſpeak the wotd and it commeth to paſſe, andthe 
Lord commandeth it rot, Lam. g. 37. then aQum eſt, 

tiſtis, Ton are all dead mex, and the cauſe is gone ; 
TS if that be true which the Lord ſpeaks, Ezck, 12.25. 
ou need not feare : Be. ſazes, Tamthe Lord +I will ſpeak, 
and the word that 1 ſhall ſpeak, ſhall come to paſſe : 
I will fay the word, 2nd will paforme it, ſaith the 
Lord God : Now Ged hath ſpoken the word, a terrible 
word, and a word of confuſuon ggainft Babylon : axa hee 
bath fpoken the word, andthat 4 gracious word , for the re- 
flauration of Zion , and building up the wals of Teruſa- 
lem,,,aud therefore. let your Fartb hang ont its conquering 
and triumphing Flag and let Emmanuel be the 2fotto ; = ; 

= x 1 Vo | then 


| ' The Epiſtle, &c. 9, 
then you bid an open defiance to all your enemies, 
and with a: Ads of excultation , ſay with the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 8.31. Si Deus nobiſcum, &c. 1f God' be for 
us, who can bee againſt us > Now that the Lord may 
bee with you , aud for you, it is the conftant, inſtant 


Re" Your obliged, and moſt 
| devoted Servant 
HteNRY WILKINSON. 


CCC 


Die Mercurii 25.O&. 1 6 4 3: 


T is this day Ordered by the Commons aſſem- 

þ bled in Parliament, That Mr. Poole and 
 Mr.Rous doe from this Houſe give thanks 

unto Mafier Wilkinſon, and Mafter Salwey, for the 
great paines they tookinthe Sermons they preached this 
day at the intreat y of this Houſe,at S.Margarets inthe 
City of Weſtminſter, It being the day of publike Hu- 
miltation , and to deſire them to Print their Sermons. 
And it is Ordered that none doe preſume to Prins 
ther Sermons but ſuch as ſhall be authorized under 


their bands writing. 


H. Elſynge Cler.Parl.D.Com. 


I appoint Chr, Meredith and Se. Gellibraxd to Print this 
SEIMON, | | FO] AT) 


HENRY WILXINSON-. 
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A SERMON 
x Preached before 


The Honourable Houſe 
OF | 
COMMONS. 


At the Publike Faſt, October 25. 16 4 3. 


Z ECM. 1-18.19. 20-2t- 

Then I lift up mine eyes, and ſaw, and behold foure hots, 

And I ſaid unto the Angel that talked with me ; What be theſe? pabylons ru- 
And he anſwered me , Theſe are the hornes which have ſeattered ine,[cruſalerss. 
Indab,l/rael, and Jeruſalem. : railing. 

Lind the Lord fhewed me fonre carpenters. | 

Then ſaid 1, What come theſe to doe ? And he fpake, ſaying ; Theſe 
are the hornes which have ſcattered Indah, ſs that no man did 
"= ap his head: but theſe are come ts fray them, to caftont the 

ornes of the Gemiles , whith lift up their horn over the land of 
Indah to ſcatter it. as 


EZ ZSSRIN theſe words'is repreſented a'double viſion ; 
, a | Ya and the interpretation of both ; -here is a viſion 
@ 


= of ruine, and a vition of reſcue ; a viſion of de- 
2 truction, and a viſion ofdeliverance ; although 
GE both of rhe viſions be unlocked and opened, yer 
RELZ-R ſore things require ſome clearing. 
Firſt , tet. us ſee what is meant by homes ; and | NY who 
| B they 


3 A Sermon Preached before the 
they atethar are pointed ar in this place ; 4nd thirdly,why foure 
” Inhuminicss hornes. /-: ON. Oat Fobt bs I nin TP 
| coriw fanifcat By hornes weunderfiand the enemies of Gods people. it being 
| potentian,, vir- a metaphor taken from thoſe beaſts that weare hornes, which are 
rater, 210m, the mſtruments in- which they ſhe their irength and fierce- 
DR nefſe, both ja defending and offending allo. Coryw, with reſpeR 
mcraphor, TO mep, dpth ſignif.epower, and vertue, and glory,and fortitude, 
lib.s. Tra&t.z. 2 Sam.2-1+ 0h 16.15. Pſal.25.11.Pſal.$g.l5.25. 
C.1I, In ſpeciall, Cornu _ a Kingdom , whoſe majeſty confifts 
in dacie fgnif- In power and fortitude, 1 Sam. 2+, 10.So that the ftrengrh and 
AX 4 _—_ [u. greatneſle and erceneſſe of.a Nation 1s hereby ſer forth, L Kings 
ys majeltas im 22+ In.8 Dar, 7-7+8-& 21 and Davy. 34+ Rev.1 2.3.& 12. I. & 
potentia , forli- 17.3.7. 12+ 16: SOcornupetere,topuſh,isall one with preliars and 
tndine,&robire got entians pugnando exerere, 
eon{G[i:t, Glaf, P'S . 
my 2 Whence wee may notezthat the enemicsof Gods people are 
Obſerv. 1. both fierce and powerfull fighters againſt them. 
| Theorher two chings to be conſidered both for the perſons and 
number, they will fall in together : Some underſtand by the foure 
hornes, the foure Monaichies-of the world: But as Luther, Ace 
lanchthon and Calvin ſay ,is.cannotibe in regard this viſion reſpects 
a thing afually dene-;; bur ſome of, the Momarchies. had..not 
their being in the world for many. years after; and therefore they 
conjeQure better, who by. foure hornes underfiand: the enemies of 
God'from the foure quarters of the world,; On -the North the 
eAſſyrians and Babyloniavs, as. our Babylonian. enemies liemalt 
northward ; on the Eaſt the fmmoniter and. Moatvters.;.on.the 
Squth Zgypr and the Edowvres ; on the. Welk, the Philiftines. 
Obfre. It & the lot of Gogy, people tobe environed with fierce and power - 
*** fail enemies, ou all ſides,from all quarters of theworld. It is the lot 
The Olivinay Of the godly to be beleaguered with horned Beaſts. 
— Gonibes Now let ns ſee what theſe Carpenters ate ; here is foure to 
Onnis eeneris foure.;. Luther abierves,ons of the origivall;,that. by. Carpenters 
Artifices,Luth, we mult, underfiand Arrificers of all ſorts, whoſe skilland indu- 
try, God made uſeof inthe building:of the Temple: The truth 
is, Luther underſtands: by fabri Angeles, quibus bec tnogeria( de- 
mandata ſunt ; by. Carpenters, he meanes. the Angels to whoſe: 
care the cuſtody, of thoſe Empires: was entrufteq';. But-it- leerms 
more ccngruaus to take Carpenters: here 1n this- place for ſuch 
| as 


! 


| Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


as God did raiſeypto .be the Execntioness of his vengeancevup- . 


on the hornes that had' ſo afflicted and-ſcatrered his peopie,,avd 6 
hindred the building of the Temple : he cals them (rpenrers,to- - 
intimate that their work is twofold ; Firſt, for plucking down ; 
Secondly, for rearing up. Cyrus who was the chiefe Carpenter 
which God employed to ſaw off» the Baby /omian hornes, was to 
pack down that vaſt Fabrick of the Afjria= Menarchy: and 1o 
y that make way for. building of Jeruſalem. | 
It is conſiderable ro take notice of rhe alteration of the ex- 
preſſion uſed in the tro viſions ; It is ſaid, / ſaw the fore horxes, 
but the Lord ſhewed me the foure Carpenters. 
Whence obſerve, That which may ſoever wee twrne oxr eyes wee Obſerv, 3. 
may quickly ſee horxes, enemies of the Charch of God; but de+ 
Irverers muſt bee ſhaved ms of the Lord. 
Before I come to the obſervations concerning the Carpenters, I 
ſhall rake notice of the time when the hornes appearedand the 
Carpenters were raiſed. | 
If wee look back weſhall finde ver. 16. 17. the moſtcomlort= 
able and pretious promiſes that weread of, and preſently theſe _—_ 
homes ſhew themlielves, ſo that aſloone as Zechary had received 
comfort from the promiſes made:, he nnmediately {av an ob- 
ſtruRtion caft in, he ſay all his hopes daſhed, if we look with the ,,, . 
eye of reaſon. | | c—_— 
Whence we may obſerve , That difficulties alwayes attend de- —— = - 
liverances ; if the Church bee in travell to bec delivered of a quo ſumme ne- 
comfort, thebirth of a promiſeand the ifſue of prayers, you ſhall ceſarium ſuit 
immedaately finde ſome hornes, ſome fierce = potent enemies ©9nf#lert Pope - | 
ready to ftifle the birth as ir comes forth, orto ſtrangle it in the Chrifh,evecnes, 1 


'womb. enim antea vel _ 


Ir is further obſerved concerning the time whentheſe Carpen- poſtbec »ngqram 
ters were ſhewed; the enemies they appeare moſt when the Pop-fuit ita dife | 
Church harh any promiſe drawing towards an accompliſhment, bur ſpain, bo p 
che deliverers , are ſhewed when the Church ro bee ae paris 
drawing towards her end, when-ſhee is gaſping for life; for the qzcmiiz jop. 
time when theſe Carpenters were ſhewed, was when the Pe difiuseft, _ 
Church was at theloweſt ebbe; *L=ther obſerves how that the 92” illo Baby. _ * 
Ctiurch was in the faddeſt and molt miſerable condition that ever —— £ 3 


ſhee was brought to. - Lurker, 
B 2 God 


4 A Sermon Preached before-the 


Obſerv.ise God then raiſcth up deltverers 10 his people, when there bee 
leaſt hopes and moſt enemies appeare « When the enemies bee 
molt in ſight, (1 /aw the hornes ) then moſt unexpeRtedly God 
fhewes delverers, ( He ſh:wed me the Carpemers. ) 41 

In the laſt plece it is {aid theſe Carpenters came to fray the 
hornes,&c. Thar is , utterly to deſtroy chem, or to remove them 
out of the way, ſoasthar they ſhould not hinder the building of 
the Temple. 

Obſerv.6. + Thoſe that God employes as Carpenters in his ſervice, they ſhall 

carry 0n the work both for plucking dawn and rearing np , mangre at! 
oppoſition whatſoever to the contrary. - © 

You have feene what'is meant'by the viſion inthe letter of it, 

iz. ) rhe enemies of the 

bs he _ things wn ——_ _— __— Charch: of God antiently c 

rought upan the Stage atan, whe:m Epupt . 

cals JF ps - dranmim Roe in orbem wv 97a, which Werea Type of the ene- 

te brings abcurt the old malice, rage, ſubtlety , and MNVES of the Church of God 

rytanny againſt the Church of God :; So that I may NOw : for as Babylon of old, 
make nf: of the words of Ludovicus Layrentiu taken by and that Monarchy was the 
him out of T-acidides, ſemper eademyger! in mu:do, mu- chiefenemy under whoſe yoke 
| Batistantum perſonts, the Iſraelites did then groane 
for ſeventy yeares ; io is myſticall Babylon, which 1s Rowe the anti- 
type, under which the Church of God hath. and doth moſt ſuffer. 

I Fol therefore with (alvin and others , ipeake of the enemies of 

; the Charch of God , and of 

Ca'vin after he had ſpoken of the bufineſſe in the quijye-ers allo, with reſpeR 

Type ſiycs thus, Yidemus hre vaticitium non modo i A back - 

«tati Zacharie ſufſeutile; ſd omnibus ſeculis , & ad 2's ooze 6 ws on; 

totum Eccleſie corpus refpicere. ; e horns in the former vition 

| being bur a type of our Anti- 
chriſtian enemies now ; and the Carpenters being a type of our 

Licet enim bec Reformers under the Goſpel, and thoſe that are to build the ſpiri- 

#8 ludeiHM CX 11111} Feruſalemy even the Church, and to pluck down myſticall 

4+ wnagheag Babyion; that is; Rowe ; for though this wes ſhewed for the com- 

uriem. &- tem fort of the Jewes, yet (!ayes Tarnovius) the accompliſhment is 


plum ad ficanti- and ſhallbe under the Goipel. 


w7 cor{(0{atio- Y FA ; 6 WE, 
nm d Ra ſint,con pementupi tamcn babent precipunm 1 N.TQN Feelel.a que utrbs Dei oft, Tarnc- 


Vis :n Joc:ms. 


For this preſent I ſhall fix npon the two laſt propoſitions, and 
hand'e rhem diliinRtly and {everaily. 


The | 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


" Thefirſt of the rwo,which is the fifth, is this, Thar Gedther 
raiſeth up deliverers,&e. ' © 

This ts che method which God uſerh ro rake ; Our account 2nd 
his in reſpect of times and ſeaſens differlike as the Gregorian and 
the /wligx , the one out-runnes the other ; we 11 onr account 
commonly antedate deliverances and mercies ; but God hee 
ſeemes to us to poſtdate them, and his appointed time ſeemes to 
be paſt the rime appointed , his ſer day of deliverance, ſeemes to 
be a day toolate commonly, a yeer ſometimes; Jer.8-20.T he har- 
veſt i pat, the Summer is ended, and we are ot ſaved : Gods time 
of help is when the time of help is paſt. Demt. 32. 35. It is ſaid 
concerning the enemies of Gods people, That their foot fhall ſlide 
#n due time , and God will render vengeance,and v.36.hewill repent 
himſelfe for his ſervants : now it is obſerveable whenthe due time 
ſpoken of is, in the 36.v. is ſaid, when he ſceth that his ſervants 
power #& gone, then is the Lords due time to take vengeance of 
their Adverſanies and to deliver them. 

So Fer.31-16.17 the Lord gives comforts , and the ground 
is this, There is hope inthineend,faith the Lord; when therewas an 
end of hope:in a manner, it is faid there js hope in their end : 
When the knife is at rhe throat, then, 8); 273 wny av > God then 
intetpoſeth, he puts in then unexpectedly and to admirarion,{ſ.3 3. 
7-$.9- you ſhall rezdof a ſtrange preface to a deliverance ſpoken 
of v.10. whenhopes are cut off ; Then will / wt Þy ſaith the Lord , 
wow will ] lift up my ſelfe, xow will [ be exalted : God: railed- up 
Moſes and eAaron to deliverhis people, even when Moſes him-. 
ſelſe thought the buſineſle of ſuch diffcalty and impoſhbility, that 
hee was very unwilling to adventure,Exod.g.13z. Nay, Moſes 
thought that God hadevenforgot himlſelfe, £xod. g-uir. Whereas 
the time promiſed was not comegthough it rvere neare ; the, de- 
liverance ſeemed to be farther off, by how muct' the nearer it ap- 
proached; Exod. 10. 28. Pharaoh quatreis with Moſes and bids 
him ger him gone, but Exod. r 2. 40. 41- God obſerved his time 
evento a day : Gods appointed time 1s ever {eatonable, though 
{cmetime it ſeemes .lare : 'Inſtences are many, &xod. 1 4. at the 
red Sea, God zppeared in the: Mount : Leok throughour the 
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tull in rhis argument. 
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Bur here a queſtion may bee {eaſonably made, Why doth God 


pur off the deliverance of his ſervants even to the lalt moment , 
when things ſeeme to be palt recovery ? 
Becauſe God hereby will ſheyv to us how that his way of de- 
ering 1s farre diffetent fromours, as much as his power1s dit- 
ferent trom the power of the creature : for he can raiſe up Car- 
penters, when there is.nothing in view but oppoſition, he ſhewes 
how that he c2n recover when things are paſt recovery, and hee 
can deliver when things are deſperate, hee ſhewes us thar he hath 
power in his hand to make a :eafon for deliverance, when the 
ſeaſon for our account is paſt, /er. 30.1 1412-13- 14-15. I7. It is 
laid concerning Gods people, Thy brwiſe is incurable , thy wound 5s 
grievous, V.12.& 15. thy ſorrow is incurable , and yet v. 17. it is 
laid, { will reftore health unto thee , and [ will heale thee of thy 


woreds,c>c, whenthe matter is paſt cure, then it is fitteſt for him 


ro cure, ho can healeincurable wounds. 

God will hereby try whether you be the trueehildren of Abra- 
hawm,that you can hope above hope, wherher you can beleeve de- 
liverance when you cannor ſee deliverance in probability, ems. 4. 
18. 19- 2C- there.js your pattern, he will put you'to 1t whether 
you will take out that copy,he wil try whether the faith of his ſer- 
vants be ſo quickfighred as ro ſee deliverance through deſtruRi- 
on, and a horn of falvation, L»k,x .69. exalred above all the hornes 
of confuſion. : 

Hee raiſeth up Deliverers, then when his Churches enemies ap- 
peare moſt fierceand ipfolent, and his people are at the loweſt ; 
that he mighr ſhew himſclfe moſt glorious on his peoples be- 


"balfe, againſt their Adverſaries. Godnever appeares ſo glorious as 


when he appeares bath for conſufionand contolarion at once,with 
his golden Sceprer held out ro bis people, and his 'Mace of Iron 


.brovghr forth - to break his enemies 1n pieces hike a Porrers 


Veſlell; whcn heis a Light and a Flame at once, /ſ.10.17.when he 
2ppeares as he did Exod. 14- 20. in the (loud, which was bright 
:nd black, 2 cloud ofcomfortand a cloud of confuſion at once ; his 
r\yo-£1Cat 2ttributes by which he is known among[t the chijl- 


dren of men, I meane his juſtice and mercy, when they doe ſheyy 
. them{elves rogether, then they doe mutually illuſtrate each the 


other, and rcnder God much more glorious ro the world. 
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WW hence it is that -you ſhall finde;in Scripruce, that the greateſt 
metcies fall in with the. greateſt vengeance; Denr.3 2. 473-.there 
1s vengeance andi mercy together, and /f..61. x, the: acceptable 
yeere of the Lord, 2nd the day of vengeance both proclaimed art 
cnce. Soallo iſ:39.17.18 there is the helmer of ſalvation, and 
the breitplate of righteenſneſſe, and the garments of vengeance: 
2t once:upon God. So allo Nah. 1: 6.7. you have God' very 
tearefull and terrible, and a ſtrong hold; &c. likewiſe Luk. 21. 25. 
26. youſhall ieldome read of tuch rimes, fuller ofconfulion, anl 
v.28. the day of redemption is cloſe by this day of deftragion. 
It is therefore: Gods courſe to raiſe: up the greateſt comforts 
to his-people; when thei enemiesare moſtproudand intolerable, 
that ſo he might appeare the mareglorious inhis works of mercy 
and fury,.of. canfolation and eonfuſion. | | 
A fourth.reaſon., why Carpenters: are brought-in to: deliver £e4/#% 4- 

when,rhe homes are mottexalted; is inrefpec of the Deliverers, 

for by theſe meanes they appeare more conſpicuousandeminent: P 
Moſes hadnertbeenfonorable,ifP haraob had novbeen ſo hardened; 

neither had: /oſhweb appeared\ lo brave a Sculdier, if he hadnor 

tound: fo: great oppottion: tram Gyams and: Anakims,, from 

ioutand [irang enemies ;. Davids valour was: the more” taker 

notice of , becauſe: Gotiehs-pride and vatour was ſo daring and: 

terrible. ;, the antidote: never ſhewes ir felt fo Soveraigne 

as when the poylon-ſhewes it ſelfemoſt malignant. Awſtin had 

not. been ſo tenowned.to poſterity, burfor the obtinacy andſub- vid. cn Nie, 
tlety;and:leamng of Pelagras ; nor efthanaſins but for cArrime; Tom. 1 conc. 
not Cyrill but for Nefterius.; nor Gregory. Nawianz.en but for TR "i 
Aacedoniu;nor Leobut for Emtyches; nor Hierom but for Ruſſinm ; = a GR 2 


C onſtantinus/ had never: been: called: Ifagme, if the Perſecutors £4.8ine rom. © 


had not provedcruell : he neverhad beenſo {famous for building 1./09.8p.Leovis | 
the.Chureh of God, if theyhad-nor been famous in the butche- 31.95 & ed 1, 
ry of it ; Jewell had-not ſhewed fo orient bur/ for Harding who *% 
was his foyle; nor had the Synod of Doyr been fo much ipoken 
of but tor Arminixe : none of all theſe had proved fo good 
Carpenters, if they had ret metwith inch horns, fo full of fieree- 
nefle, rage, power, and tyrarny ; Nor hed the eyes of Proteſtant 
Chrittendom been ſo much fixed on this Pariiament. if the horns 
| | of 
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of Papall Chriſtendom had nor puſhed with ſuch viokence againft 
this Parhament. ; 

This reproveth thoſe that murmure and repineand cry, Where 
is the promiſe of his comming? where are the Deliverers ſo much 
expeed, (o long looked after, they are much ro be blamed char 
will meaſure Gods times by their glaſſe, and if he doth nor firike 
with their clock and goe by their dyall, then there 1sno hopes, the 
rime appointedis paſt, and they will wait no longer: It 1sa grear 
boldnefle that men rake to themſelves, they would deale with 
GoJs Providence as they doe by their Watches, ſet. it backwards 
or forwards according as they have 2 minde to have things fall 
out ſooner or ſtay longer : It is a very great fault in Chriſtians, 


they out-runne Providence , and they are impatient toftay for 
deliverance, never conſidering the valt difference betwixt Gods - 


Chronology and ours : By this meanes it falls out that they have 
ſpent their Rock of hopes long before the time and ſeaſon, in which 
we ſhouldmoſt hope. - EYF. 
This reacheth us ro wait the Lords leiſure ; although we doe 
ſee hornes that have pnfhed the Church and ſcarrered it, it-will 
not belong before we ſhall ſee Carpenters ; nay our comfort 15, we 
doe {ee them, andthey are at work already on the hornes and have 
knocked ſome of them off; Since God ſtayes long (in our ap- 
prehenſions ) before he delivers, and wecannort accelerate or hin- 
der the courſe of his Providence , it behoves us to wait upon it, 


and to follow it, but not to out-rnnne it ; conſidering allo thar as. 


we £annot condudt and lead onthe motions aud periods of Pro- 
vidence, io (it often falls out) that when things aredeſperare in 
the «yes of man, then in the courſe . of Gods Providence and 
Chronology, there be the greateſt emetgencies fornew expeRati- 
ons. This therefore ſhould reach us dependance on this God, 
which commands deliverances , when things are deplored and de- 
{perete, that can work falvation our of ruines. Let us remember 
that he which beliewerh will not make haſt, but as it 18,2 Chron.20. 
12 he will have his cyes onthe Lord;:remembrnig that Hab 2. 3.4. 
T he w1fien (1 may fay ofthe Carpenters) is for an appoimed time , 
but at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie ; thongh it tarry, yet wait for 
2, becanſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry, © | 
This 
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people,and rhe building o” rhe Temple,wereknocked off and'bro- 
ken down by Cyr«- and others that God raiſed up, and the buil» 
ding of Terxſalew went on, Ezra 1. x,2, 3. &c- Then after- 
wards the enemies prevailed fo far, that they hindered the buil- 
ding, Ezr# 4,6. 824. then cap. 6. 7, 2. /&c. you have a Decree 
for thebuilding : Then Haggai's and Zachariet propheſies Rtir- 
red them up tobnild, Ezr.5. 1. Zech, 4.7. the Mountaine that 
ftood before Zorobabel is made plain. 

The reafon'of rhis is plain, Zech 4.6. bccanſe when God fers 
menonyorke where there be leaſt hopes of doing any good , yer 
the work ſhallgoon, Nor by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
fayes God. Ir ts not thus robe underſtood, as if he would make 
wie ofno inſtruments, for he did rhen make uſe of Carpenters for 
the building of /er«ſa/em, but by muy Spirit, i.e. T will to rule, and 
order, and difpoſeof thigs by my Spirit, thoſe means that Iſhall 
uſe, that it ſhall appeareT did it, _ thatmy name was written 
upon-every part ofthe buſineſſe. 

Ir appcares to be Gods Spirit and hand in bringing rhings to 
paſle; firſt, when a marrerfall out unexpeRedly, and ſtrangely, and 
{uddenly, as we fee that deliverance of David, 1 Saws. 23, 26,27. 
Or tecondly , when God workes by contrarics, P/al. 113. q- as 
when light ſprings out of darkneſle, 'or when-that which was in- 
eended tor raine, becomes an Antidote, when the wicked are ta- 
ken in their owne crafts, Pſal.7. 15, 146. Thirdly, when God 
works by weakand contemprible meanes, i Cor.25.28. Fourthly, 
when many caſualties and accidents falling in together, are wiſely 
ordered to advance a buſinefle , as appeares in Afordecar's caſe , 
£8h.6.1,2,3,0,7. ; 

$o that wl:en Godealls men to any ſpeciall ſervice, it ſhall be 
done. for he engagerh himſelf in a ipeciall manner for the doing 
of it:Whence ir s,that God for the encouragement of his ſervants 
im great buſineſſes, tells them, Lo I am with you, as if he ſhonld 
fay,my wiſdom andpower ſhallbe with you, both for the ordering 
andeftecting of the defigne.When God called Moſes to rhat great 
worke of leading his people out of Egypr, he ſpeaks that encoura- 


givg layguage, Exod. 2.10, 11,12. / will be with thee, and chap. 


4-10,11,12- he confirmes him in like manner, though Moſes 
did ſhrink, and diftruſt, and was very hardly bronght on to the 
Work 
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work. . Whatever the work be, yer it-marters not, {Oo God be in 
it, he fits men-for the work, and carries them through it, though 
it may ſeem difficult and impoſſible, 7er. 1.27, 15. 1g. If God 
wakevuſe, though of a worm, that worm ſhall :hreſh Aounaines 
inpeeces,]ſa. 41-14,1 5,16. Thepoor Church trampled onlike a 
worm (which as it isleaſt able tohelp it ſelfe, lo it is moſt expoſed 
to injury) yer it ſballcraſhinpieces thoſe that rread itunder foor; 
the wheeles moved as the living creatures moved, and the living 
creatures moved as the Spirit moved, Ezk, 1: 19, 20, 31. when 
he ſers the wheelesof thecreature going, there is nothing can ſtay 
them; there is no ſtanding againſt thoie whom God lends on hys - 
errand, Dewt. 30.32. ler.58-20, 2b. It is ſpake of Lather how copfiic ileGer-. 
invircibly and rrrefibly he went on inthe oppoſing of the whole mans Lutherus 
body of Antichrift, the whole Kingdome of Sarznand the beaſt 4tichriſtum 
couldnor Nandbefore him. —_— 
Whence ir foilows by way of inference and corollary falloflweer- ,,;, , m- 
neſſe and comfort, that thoſe whom God employes in his ſervice, coxterruit, & 
ſhall conquer alloppoſition; Mountains ſhall beplained, Sech. parva ſodalium, 
4- 7. Arakims ſhall lye proſtrate like Dagon before the Arke, 1 /"/1mtatis | 
Saws. 5. 2+ lericho walls ſhall fall down, 1oſþ 6. 20. Tf God gives >, foo / 
commiſſionto Armies of Flyes and Loculſis,they will make a puil- ,,ytr, x nr | 
fant people Roop, Exed.$. 21, 25. and 10. 16, 17 though the op- bumilitatis 
pobrtion be great, and the meanes to encounter it ſmall, that is all contra faſtum, 
one; ore to a thouſand, andrwo to ten thouſand is mighty oddes 70s —_ I 
- yer and firepgth, and yet they ſhall conquer, Dot. 074 cen: . 
2+ 30. -ut um [lipatus 
It followes, ſecondly, for encouragement, that noplots'or de- xy in reſi 
ſignes , no conſpiracies 2nd combinations againſt choſe that God *#tione cvan- 
vo worke ſhall proſper, J/a. $. 9, 10. 1b 12: 16, 17, 1a. rg bs 
Honourable :nd Beloved, this Truth bath been fealed to youby OT ry 
many experiments, and by a coneurrence of providences, many, 
and firange, and viſible ; fo viſible indeed to any (bur he thar will 
not ice) rhat you and we mult needs confefle and ſay, there was 
Digitzs Der,and another time brachinms Altiſ/imi, and here again 
Tebovab-lirch ; and againe , If the Lard himſelfe had not been on: 
owr fide, Pſal. 124.7, 2, 3, 4,5, 6. &Cc. This dehiverarce you may 
aſcribe Deo hiberatori,to God onrRedeemer, and this Victory Deo 
C2 adjuori, 
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adimori, co God my helper; and this blow and woundgiven torhe 
adverſary, Des vindici, to God ro whom vengeance belongeth ; 
you and we wult needs jay here, T his is the Lords own doing, and 
it is marvellous inour eyes ; How often hath it been made g00d te 
you, that ſurely there is no inchantment again#t lacob, neither is 
there any divination againſt Iſrael i Num. 23. 23. Here you way 
writea Selah, here an Higgaien Selah, there being matter of a- 
Rtoniſhment' and admiration in Gods mercies to you ; How often 
has God ſhewed himſelfe then, when indeed there was dignns 
vindice nodus, it being paſt humane help ? How often have you 
been brought to thoſe ſtraits, that you have beenall puzled, and 
non-pluſſ*d 2 you have beenat a ſtand, and when you food fill, 
you then ſay the ſalvation of the Lord, your ſtanding ſtill was 

Gods chuefe time of working, Exod. 14. 13. 

The truths, the Houſe in which you fit hath been the Mount 
ofthe Lord, a Mount 'of metcies, and a Mount of deliverances; ſo 
that you of allmen may truly fay , God rs our refuge aud ftrength, 
a very preſent help in tinee of trouble, Pſal. 46, t« and the Lord of 
Hofts is with us, the Godof Jacob is our refuge, v. 7. Selah, The 
veſſell barh bin ſo neex ſinking, that with the Apoſtles you have 
cryed our, Lord ſave us, weperiſh ; and he hath lavcd you, and you 

| havenor;periſhed, : . | 

8bjef.by way But it maybe faid, that you find many incombrances anddiſh- 
of diſcour:ge. Culties, more hornes ſeem to ſpring up in the place of the old, and 
monte when one mountain is removed, it doth bur give place andmake 
room for a greater, as.it the removing o: one difficulty, were but 

thecreationof a greater. | 
| This ſhould be 1o farre from diſcouraging you, that it ſhould 

Anſw, by wiy cauſe you rather to double your files, this ſhould increaſe your 

aan zeal and courage. for trueZeal increaſerh by oppoſition.and like rhe 

mentthe more. Palme,riſeth up witha kind of indignation againſt that weight 
that iS laidupon ir. Youmay well think, that when the Carpen- 
ters fall upon the hornes with their hammers, axes, and fawes,the 
beaſts that weare them will -be outragious ; this ſhonidencourage 
you the more, it 15a fign you draw nigh the roor : It is ahopetull | 
figntharmeny adevillis neerupen caſting out of the Land ; Tr is 
to be hoped tharmany a drunken, prophane, formall, ſuperſtitious, 
xdolarrous, ceremoniall devill,many a toute ſpirit is ready to be diſ- 
poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed in regard they have rent and torne- our Kingdome fo 
miſerably, like ther Devill, Aſar- 9. 35; 26. whenhe was ro bee 
calt out , ret the poſſeſſed [ore , inſomuch as hewas a dead mar for 
the preſent ; we hope that whole legeons are ready to be caſt our”: 
'0u mult conceive that thoſe thar rake in waſpes neſts, and in the 
les of Aſpes 2nd Cockatrices, may- meer with ftings' and 
yion. —- 
Beſides, by how much the more diligent you be in your work , 
by to much the more diligent will Satan be to refiſt you. Rev. 32.4» 
The Dragen Rood before the woman which was ready-to be delt- 
vered,to devoure the child fo ſoone as it was born ; now'that you 
are 1n travell ready to be delivered of a male child, of ſome good 
deligne , the Dragon fiands þefore you, not to be a Mid-wite to 
- deliver, but an Executionet to ftrangle the child in the birth; or 
to devoure it ſo foone as it is borne : Since you haveto do with 
a brood of Seipents, you muſt expeR, thar the Serpent will ſend 
out of his mouth a flood, as he did after the weman, 'Rev.12:15. # 
waters of Perſecutions from all parts; When /oſhneh the High 
Prieft appeared before the Lord, Satan: flood at . his right hand 
to hinder him, Zech.3.1. but God rebuked him): ver. 2. -' 
- Furthermore,whatſoever may be objetedalmoltby way of dif- Particular ob- 


couragement to you, you may find to have fallen: upon: thoſe rhat jeRions auf. 
1 [, - , z red by way © 
built the Temple of /ersſalem , who were your Type , and 'you ll Las 


{all finde that notwithſtanding all diſcouragements the building # theType, 
went on ; which certainly muſt needs animateand quicken you, ang the anti- - 
when you finde the parallel ro be ſurable. | typ*, from the 

.It 1s faid, that the bulineſle is very fad and mourniull?-4nf; It builders of le- 
1s true, there 1 cauſe of mourning , but there is cauſe of rejoycing ” rs oh 
too. Ezra.3.12. at the laying ot the foundation of the Temple J. © cog 
there was weeping, (1 conteile upon another ſtile.) and there was houſe under 
rejoycing to, becaule the foundation was laid, that there was lome the laſt times 
pregnant hopes of a building towards, -which they might hope ofthe Goſpel«. 
would come to an accompliſhment in due time SES 

Secondly, we are {candalized and reproched, and the work v11t- 
fied and ſcorned. Af. Ezr.4.12. there you bave an invective ; 
and Neh, 2. 19. when Sanbabat , and Tobiah, and Geſpem heard 
of it, they langhedus to Icorne, and defpiled us, and faid, What is 
this thing that yee doe? will yee rebell againſt the K. but takenotice 
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of the piousanſwer,ver.20. Again, A eb.4. 1-23. You ſhall finde 
reproaches full of venome and nay 430 againſt rhe * buil- 
ding and the builders; bur yer for all this the building 
WERT ON. > 

Thirdly, we are not only reproached, bur the Adverlary is in 
Armes againſt us. Anſw. This was the caſe of the builders of 
leruſalems, for when the enemies ſay they could not laugh and 
ſcorne them from the work, they then levied forces to beat them 
from the work , Neh. 4. 8. but yet the work went on , and by 
that meanesit wenton,, ſee v.g. But if ic beſo, how canit be ex- 
pected that we ſhould both defend and build ? Arwſw. How did 
the builders of /ernſalem? they fought and built at once, Neb. 4. 
x£6-17-18, and they did proſper and. goe on. Nay, ſuch was theit 
conſtant oppoſition , that they were c edtowarch fo con- 
Rantly and diligently, Thar they did not putt off their clothes, ſa- 
ving for waſhing , Vere2 3. DD 

Fourthly , the buſinefſe is now grown to thar paſſe, that it is 
ſo heavie and fo chargeable, thar there is a great cry andclamonr 
of the people by realon of taxations, and by reaſongef continuall 
watching and labouring at the works , men are conſtrained to 
leave their Trades , and Trade decaying, men now —_ 
the fiock ; nay, many a mans-ſtock isalready ſpent, ſo that they 
are com roborrow uponuſe, whereupon there be many mur- 
murings and repinings anonglt us. Anſw. This was juft the caſe of 
them that built Jernſatem ; Neh.s. x.2. 3; the very ſelfe-tame 
words that yere theniſpokenare tow taken up,znd there is much 
like the ſame reafons and grounds: But obſerve the wiſdome and 
zea'e of Nehemiah in this caſe, how he behaved himielfe in che 
verles following, from the 6h co the x 3m and confider rhe iffue 
molt happy, in the verſes after. 

_ Fifthly, bur rhe people of the land are diſaffeRed both ro us, 
and the work, Anjw. Ez.qe 4. 5. The people ofthe land weakned 
the hands of the people of Indah, and troubled them in building , 
ard hired ( onnſcllours againſt them , &c. 

Sixthly, our Adveriaries lay their defignes deep, they work 
under ground. A»ſw.. So it was withthem 2nciently, Nehe4.11, 
their Adverſaries ſaid, T hey ſhall not know, neither ſee, ti!l we come 
in the midſt among them,and flay them and canſerhe workeo ceaſe, 

Seventhly, 
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Seventhly.-many great cones drawback , the Nobles many of 
them will-not pur their handro thework. efiaſw. $o it was an- 
_ Neb. 3«5+ 7 he N ables put not their neck.to the work of 
the Lord. 

Eightly, weare dealt withall byway'of treaty and friendly ac- 
commodezrion, places 'of meeting are propoſed; and the rmath is, 
cheir traires of love , are trains of powder rothlow us up. A»fw. 
So it was with Nehemiah, 6. 2. he was tent toiby Seuballat and 


 Gejſhem,ſaying, Come lot a6 meet together in ſame one of the Villages 


in the plaine of Ono; bat they th t to doe wes wiſchiefe : 
Whether the Te ata ken £6: a off benor mnch!like this , 
and wherher-milchiete were not intended , er nhe-event ok . 
but obſerve what anſwer Nehemaiab wade, v.3sNay, they lent to. 
him foure times, but he gave, chem the ſame anfwer, He had « 
greet work in hand, ſo that { cannot come down,&c. Iyill not un- 
dertake topreſcribe whar aniwer youſhouldgive. 

Ninthly, wehave open Declarations againſt us , and the world 
15 told that we rebell, and:that we think-upon reers, ſuch 
things as never -entred :imo :our hearts. »ſw.Juft fo ir was with: 
Nehemiah, c.s.v:5.6. they fend an open kerrer xo-them to that 
puipoſe it might -be known.to rhe.world, and that cheyamigh 
affrighr vena —_———— Nay, 1t 45a 
that they employed P rophers to Preachtheir Rebellious intenti- 
ONS, Fin rar rn be communicated more eaſily and effeftu- 
ally ro-the people; this was:faid then, v.9.and ler the ſame anfwver 
that Nehemiah made, be now madeallo, ver. $. | 

Tenthly, we bad thoſe that are ſer -on purpoſe ro:drayy and 
entice us into unwarrentable courſes , that {fo there mightbe a 
juſt matter of accuſation againſt us.; ſome have been tempredon. 
purpoſe for that end, that io we might lie open 4o-therir.impura- 
tions. Arſi. This was Nebewiahecale , C-6-V. 10. bee was al- 
lured by Shemaiehb to goewith him into the houſe of God, preren- 
ding it was not ſafe for Nehemiah tobe in the City ; now. this 


would have engaged Nehemiah ina diſhonourable act ,to flie in- 


to the Temple, this mighthave ſavouredof fare, and then others 
might have been diſheartned, ant! therefore he entertaines the 


ofter with indignation, and laid, Showld ſuch «wan. as 1 flee? vQtl. 
Secondly,it would have engaged Nehenwnh in an unlayiaull act;for 


Tunins. 
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Innins and Tremelias oblerve,that it was not lawſull for him to go 
into the Temple, and to thar purpole they urge that Law , Namb. 
3» 38. and Nehemiah ſeems to intimate the unlayftulneſſe of the 
thing,v.12.he fayes, and loe, 7 perceived that God had not ſent him, 
but that he was hired to ma'e himafraid, and finne , v. x3. 

Eleventhly, but we have thoſe that do entertain commerce and 
entercourle with our Adverlaries. Anſw.Soit was antiently, Neb, 
6-17. Itis laid, #s thoſe dajes the Nobles of Indah ſent many letters 
unto T obiah,and the letters of Tobiah came unto thems : It ſeems the 
Nobles were rotten in thoſe dayes, ſome of them ; nay more, 
many of them, in ſ#dah ſome were {worn to Tobiah, becauſe he 
rvas the Sonne-in-Lay of Shecanah, it ſhould feeme he was well 
allyed, ver. 19.8 in the 19.ver, you may ſee the end of the letters, 
why they were ſent, and why they told the proceedings of 
Nehemiah to his Adverſaries. 

Twelfthly, the people of the Land are unprepared, and are apr 
to draw back and hinder the work. Anfw. ſoit was in the 
time of building the Temple, as appeares, Hag. 1.2.3.4-5- 

Thirteenthly , Our enemies are not onely potent, but crafty. 
Anſw. So were the enemies of thoſe that built /eruſalems, but 
that is no matter , for 1/c 47-10, 11- it is one of the judgements 
againſt Babylon , For all her divinations and ſubtlety, that they 
ſhall not know how and whence their ewill ſhall come upon them, 
Theſe be diſcouragements I confefle,for Neh. 6.94 it is faid they 
— afraid ; bur for all this the building went on, and pro- 
{pered. 

Fourteenthly, itmay be added further, That there be mighty 
Commotions, and ftirres , and trmults here and in other parts of 
Chriſtendom, eFxſi. That muſtbe expeRted ; The over-turning 
and caſting down of Babylon , which 1s a great part of the Car- 
penters work, muſt be with grear Commorions ; When the dayes 
of old Babyloxs ruine did approach, there was 4 noiſe of a multitude, 
4 tumultuous noiſe of the Kingdomes and Nations gathered toge- 
ther, 1ſ.13. 2.4. Doe bur look over Fer.5o. & 5 1.chap. to this 
putpole : And fo it ſhall bee in the plucking down of myſticall 
Babylon, Rev.16.17.48. Kingdomes ſhell be tnuzned upſide down; 
Doe you think that when God raiſeth up the hearts of men to 


wound the bealt that hath ſeven heads and ten hornes, Apoe.n7.7. 


the 
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the hornes that are mpon the head of the beaſt, which are ten Kings 
V. 1 2. \villnotlay about thew, when they ſee the very head of the. 
beaſt which bears the hornes truck 2t, that itway be quiteſtruck 
off never to riſe more? 

Beſides for further anſiver to this, you muſt expe great noiſes 
and tumults upon ancther ground, Rev. 11, lt, T he Temple of the 
Lord was opened , and the Arke of his teftament ; That is, thoſe 
mylcries that were ſhut up and were nor dicernedformerly, bur 
by learned men and great Schollers, theſe onely were admitted 
into the Temple, to look into the Arke ; bur now the Temple 
is opened, andthe Arke diſcovered, any Chrittians (though weak) 
yet might goe and ke and know the myſteries of Religion,anti- 
ently hidden from the eyes of the Vulgar ; What followed upon 
this? Lightning and noiſes, and thunders,audearthquaks, and a great 
hail: ; that is,great tumults,andcommorions,and troubles; for che 
world envying the happinefſe of Gods people in this great dil- 
covery, did iret ,and bite the tongue, and murmarce, and trou- 
ble the people of God, 7 2221 

Fifteenthly, wee have of the moſt religious peoplerthatare dit- 
contented. Aſw. There are not many ot them : godly men may 
be 1 ignorant, and ſo miſled ; and they may be *:frowarh and 
petriſh, and fo may fret; or they may 3 have interefts and rela- 
tions _—_— _ _ Now _ godly menlook npon 

outhrough taete g/aſles , ehey may be allowed to j a_ = 
Liens it was the caſe of Paw b who rlnbod we d and 
nngedly men that did oppoſe ham;as you: read; AH. x7. 5,6, &c> 
and A&.21.but 4&.13.50.T bedevout women,and the chiefe men of 
the City reifed perfection againſ}> Paul aud Barnabas. 

Sixteenthly, it 1$ {aid, wee-goe an flowly. 4zfw. The Temple 
was many yeares 1n building : Bleſſedbe God you doe goe on , 
great bodies move by leiture;;- Reformation work"is heavy 
work ; 2nd there be wany obſtructions : There is much rubbiſh, 
as there was Neh..4.10. ſothatthey were not ableto baild the wal ; 
But bleſſed bee God, many of the utenfils, and moveables, and 
much of rhe trumpery are calt out already ; a valt old frame 
mult be plackt down;many hornsmult be knockr off;many rough 
ſtones znd knotty pieces you ſhall meer withall, WE 
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and poliſkt : And there be more builders - of Babe! then there 
are builders of /cr»ſalem, more that would pluck down, then reare 
up the walls of Zion. 

Laſtly, ir way bee faid that you ſhall never live ro ſee 
or enjoy your labours in this great work ; it being a bulinefle 
io vait. aCzſ. If you doe contribute any thing to fo bleſſed 
a work, your labour ſhall not bee in vaine in the Lord : David 
thought himſeife much henoured , that hee wighr prepare 
materials for the Temple. Ir is a happineſſe to you to begin 
that, which is tae hope of the preſent age, and ſhall be the re- 
joycivg and the glory of poſterity : And 'yert it may bee 
that that promiſe may bee made good to you, 1/. 65. 22. 
23. what 1s ſaid of houſes there , perhaps may bee made good 
in this building, and that to you, That you ſhall build and 
inhabit , you ſhall plant and eat the fruits -of the planting ; and 
wine Elett ſhall long enjoy the work. of their hand. 

Thus have you had the diſcouragements removed , I come to 
rhe incouragements to the work. 1. The Word 1s gone forth 
ſor ruine againſt Babylon, Rev. 14.8. & 18.2. Babylon is fallen, 
is fallen: the word 1s doubled, to-rhar her ruine is cerraine , it is 
irreſiſtible , and irreparable ; a great part of your work is done 
to your hands; fo that though all the World cry up Babylov, 
it ſhall nor bee abje to reare one ſtone of it apaine ; So that 
tor piucking down, which 1s a great patt of your work, it 1s al- 
ready done : Shee 1s fallen in Gods ſentence, and ſhee 1s fal- 
ling, her execution drawes nigh. 2. The word of promiſe 
1s gone forth , e/Earficabe Ecclefiam, Mat: 16. 18. No let all 


the world cry it down, they ſhall not prevaile, the word of 


Gods command is a xvord of poyer , it 1s invincible, there 1s no 
Randing againſt that word: J/. 44. 25- 27. 28. there 1s a 
eommanding promiſe full of majeſty and might , and upon 
this promiſe followes : the work, and the work-men fall to 
the buſineſſe, /ſa. 45- 1- 2- 3. I might give many pro- 
miles to this purpoſe , but they all empty themſelves into 
that which is nawed ; now although the Decrees of Princes 
ſhould Rand in the way to oppoſe the Decree of God, they ſhall 
doe no good, CHicah 7.11. 5 | 

3. Many 
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3 Many prayers are ſentup to heaven tor theſe very purpoſes; 
che cloud that was no bigger thena mans hand, 4 King. 18. 44. 
wasa token of a great deale of raine, but that cloud of incenſe, 
Levit. 16.13. compared with Pſal. x41. 2. that 1s aſcended to 
heaven, has covercd not the Mercy ſear onely , but the Heavens, 
and certainely this cloud will fall downe in ſhowers of mercy. 

4 The eyes of all true Chriſtiens are upon you,znd their hopes 
and intereſts ſeem to be embarqued in you : certainly a Veſlell 
laden with ſo precious engagements and intereſts of the preſent 
and future ages, cannot miſcatry. Ceſarem vehis,was thought cn- 
couragement enough to the boat-man,who wattedover the great 
Commander of the world ina tempeſt ; you carry the intereſts 
of Chritt,and therefore although rhe Sea be rough and dangerous, 
you need not feare, 

5 Thelate Covenant is none of the leaſt encouragements,that 
triple combination of three Kingdomes- will ſhake the Triple 
Crown ; for it was the courte that Antichriſt took ro eſtabliſh 
his Throne, by confederecies and oathes, Rev. 13.16, 17.the mark 
there may be taken for that indelible.charaQter which thoſe that 
were in orders did receive, (as the Papiſts affirm) when they did 
bind themſelves by oath to defend and'promote rhe Papall See ; | 
or it may be taken for that ſolemn Oath which (4) Emperouts 72) 59 01s 
cook , in which they did fiveare allegence to the Pope ; others primus anno 
allo did uſually year to maintainthe Church of Rowe ; andthere 942+ ſwore io 
was an oath framed not long Gncewith an Ge, in it, in which wee , af pe opcs' 
mult have fivorn up Prelacie , and fomerhing elle : Now as the ,,5,,, ; _— | 
Papall Hierarchy hath been two up, fo it muſt be fiyorn down ; 19þan, veftoroms 
the ſealed fervants of God, Rev; 7. 2: 5. 6, thoſe that have bound cj'5 cx.ltatu- 
themlelves by oath and Covenant to him, ( for oathes are ſeales) 7A, /undinm 
ſhallconfound the marked ſervants of rhe Beaſt. | pet: pa os 

6 There be many intimations and prognofticks of the over- 7; Pieter 
throw of Babylon, and of the reedifying of eraſalem ; of the r1- an 115, Pox- 
fing of the one, andof rhe ruine of the other ; amongſt meny, I :ifcal. cic En- 
will point out ſome few. : perours Oath 

IS ;C. GOVBREe 
T0211, fLORs 
det,pellicetnratcue jurat coram Pe, beato Petro, ſe ae cetiro proteftyi om, a & = 
jerem fore ſummi port:jieis, & ſale Exclefie kom, & cs Clemext, L4b.2, Tit. De Jute- 
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+ The Churches of God are brovght to a very low ebbe, and 
a'molt paſt hopes. they have rravelled with forrow, and broughr 
forth Beronier, teares, the ifſues of ſorrow ; now the time of the 
Churches groaning and fighing, is the time in which the Embryo 
of deliverance ard mercy 1s begun im the womb, 2nd the acuteſt 
throwes and pangs of the Church have been immedizte fore-run- 
ners of fome child of promiſe, of ſome 7/aze to the Church ; 
[ns the monrt it ſhall be ſeen: So it was with Iſrael, Exed. 12. 27, 
24, 25» and P/al. 162. fromrhe 4. tothe 13. 15 fer forth the low 
condirion ofthe Church, andverl. 13. is Gods time ſer forth, ro 

a:1{e for rhe help of his peopke. | 
2 The pride, crnelty and impudence ofthe Churches enemies, 


heyy rhat they are ripe for rune; the miquity of the eAmorites is ” 


elwoft full; the filling np of the meaſure of thetr miquity 19 not 
onely a fore-runner, but acanſe andprovocation totheir mine,and 
the erwpryirg of the vials of Gods wrath; when they are on rhe 
higheſt pinnacles of glory , and ambition, and infolencie, then they 
are necreſt their downfall, ſa. 14: 13, 14, 15, 16. and eAjvc. 
13. 7,8. ' =» : 

y The generall ſhakings and earth-quakes of Kimgdomes, For 
when Chrift doth doe any notable rhings for his Church, agairift 
his adverſaries, he ſhakes the foundations and pillzrs of States ant 
Kingdoms : The truth is, when the Lord doth any notable things 
in the world, you ſhall find that there hath beene great cumults 
and commoricns 1n States, Jer.5 .zlr./oel 3.16, At the ruine and fall 
of the Cſarezn Empire after the death of /x/#ar,there was migh< 

_ Fyearth-quakes, andalfo great commorions and ſhakings of Na- 
(a) 47, tions (a) : Certaincly , God hath ſome great work in hand , 


* 4 arent otherwiſe he would not thus ſhake the Heavens and Ezrth, as he 
ta Hilcrianis, OW doth, 

Smmin.il id. 

mn c.io. Sorrat 1.4. c, 27, Pal. Dias. Hifl. Mifeell: lib:12. c-14. . Med. Apo of the /atter times, 
#90 CI nifli 367. which was about the time of the rume of Kome heathen. gravis extit't terre 
moins, & ve'ut per unverſum orvem Rem. bellicum canentibus buccinis ,excitate gentes (eviſſme, h- 
wites fi i.p-oximosperſultabant 3 G allias, Rhetiaſqu: ſimul Alemanu' popu abaalu' ; Sarmaie Pan= 
#,nam &> Duadje Pifli, Saxones, & Scott, & Atlacorts Britannos erumnis veratere COLtnnis ; 
Anfloriani Marr cque ae gentes Africam f0'tto acrius ineurſabant ; Thracias diripiebant predatorii 
$653 Gothorum ; Per ſarim Kex Armeniis manus inieflabat C lyver, bifh Epit. Sm, Ovof. bb. 
7, £47, 32: . 
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4 The great number ofchoice and excellent ſpirits , freed on 
purpoſe for ſome extraordinary employments : you ſhall find till 
when God had any notable dehgne, he raiſed up ſome eminent 


inſtrument which he would Fonour fo farre as ro make ufe of to 
bring the buſinefſe to-paſſe. The truth is, thoſe that have zppe2- 


red m the world in any more notable degree of eminence, and. 


have been fingled ont for noble and heroick fervices, it hath plea- 
ſed God to imprint ſome ſpeciall charadters upon their ſprrir, that 
fo thereby he might as it were authorize themfor employmenss, 
So Moſes, loſhaah, Samnel, Deborah, Gedron, Sampſon, David, 
Solomon, Cyrus, Zorobabel, Nehemiah, Tmighr inſtance in Pro- 
phets and Apoftles which came to thoſe great places and defignes, 
ro which they were called, with certain impreffions of a Divinity 
epen them. ; this makes me 
which God is now bringing win regard he hath prepared fo 
many inſtruments ro fet on wot I doe beleeve the world never 
had the ſpirirs of men more elevaredand raiſed upto the higheſt 
pitch, aimivg at nothmg under a thorow Reformarion ; £ien and 
Ternſalem 1$1n their eye and in theirheart contirmally : Men ſeem 
tobe aſpiring and even ambitions ro contribute ſomething ro thax 
work, which ſhall be theglory of the world. y 

5s Thegenerall ralk throughout the houſhold among the do- 
meſticks, is, that Chriſt their King is comming to take poſſefſion 
of his Throne, they doe not onely whiſper this, and tell it in the 
eare, but they ſpeak it publikely ; now you know thar before 


that Kings dogo toa place,their purpoſeis heſtknownamong their: 


domefſtick ſervants, it is talked of within doores firft, ard thenit is 
publiſhed abroad, and you ſhall have harbingers to prepare their 
way : Thishath been the newes quite throngh the houſhold, and 
harbingers have been ſenr abroad, it is a ſign that he is not far off, 
it \villnot be long before he will come. | 

6 The Gods of Babylon are in diſgrace, and ſcorned., and tram- 
pled on, anevident ſign of approaching ruine ; if once the Gods 
of a Nation be taken, 2nd captivated, the Nation mult not, can- 
not ſtand long. Now the Idolsof Rome are in great diicredit, and* 
thoſe are the gods of Koxe ; for the Idols of a place are called in 
Scripture the. gods of a place, Jer. 36. 13. The Idols, the P1- 


ures, Images, Crucifixes, tuperſtitious praQices, Reliques, and: 
' D 3 Cezemo-- 


wk there is ſome notable defign- 


*1 
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Ceremonies, Rites, and Cuſtomes, with the Layes of their 
Gods, are ſcorned , and difdained; and loathed. If. 45.1.2. It 1s 
laid; Bel boweth down . Nebo fleopeth. &c. the famous Idol gods 
fall down ; Gods judgements were executed upon them ; Baby - 
lon doth not Rand long after, for ch.47. 1- God ſayes, Come daww, 
and fit in the duſt, &c. doſt thou think to ſtand when thy gods 
be down ? So /er.50.2. ſpeaking of Babylons deſtruction its taid, 
Bel is confounded, Merodach ts broken in pieces , her Idols are con- 
founded, her Images are broken in pieces : And Ter. 51.44. God 


fayes, { will puniſh Bel in Babylon ; then it followes,the wall in Ba-. 


bylon ſhall fall : andeh.q8.7. ſpeaking of Moabs captivity , hee 
layes, (hemo/> ſhall goe forth imo captivity with his Prieſts. (he- 
(a) Crofts 29h was the Idol of the Moabites. Thy gods, O Rome, are 
have been e- Captivared, baniſhed, icorned ; " to thy ſelte, thou canſt 


ſtcemed F7- not. ſtand long ; the gods are t of their ſtrong holds ſpoken 
1 cnn of Dan. 11.39- (4.e.) out of emples which are the Eccleſi- 
whence that u- {call holds, dedicated to the true God,andrhe MMahuzzins Des 
ſuall expreT E&* Sanftr, as Maſter Aede very well expounds 1t, 1n his Apoſtake 
Gon among of the latter Times. Nory we ſee that the very names of Saints 
the "ery, {ſetup with God andaſſigned to dayes andplaces arealmott caſt off, 
Unci, 2 and the Images of Saints, which are firong (4 ) holds too, are 
* Andconſlantius broken down : Wherefore as L.Fleres {aid concerning the taking 

Xorifſz in- of Carthage, after Carthage none need bee aſhamed to be con- 
veighing a- quered{(6); So Ifayafter the Conqueſt andcaprivity ofthe gods of 
4 Kr th ";. ome, Keme need not bluſh to follow ; The very Heathens when 
lihing Inma- they beſieged a Ciry (c), in the "ov: go they charmed the gods 
ges, cals them Of rhe place, and then they doubt nor of the Ciry : The gods 
ries atg, mu- of Babylon are charmed, and theretoreit cannot be imagined that 


nitzoncs 164397 Babylon ſhould hold our long. 
— 7 The Prophericall Calander in which the rime of the 
Carthaginen Tune of Babylon , and the building of Son is forerold, jeemes to 
vinci nemizem Wtimate that the time 15 neareapproaching both tor rhe one and 
puduit,ge. the other. For there is the ſame meature of time, rhe fame fyn- 
5 $2005 chronitmes of the 3 fyoman, (z.e.) the Church of God living in 
ets down the . . » . - : 
Charme ug the wilderneſle, which 1s for atime,times, and halfe a time : And * 
2gainſt car. Of the icaven-headed beaſt, (5.c.) Rome, which ſhould reigne 42. 
trageil.; C8. months : And 3 of the witreſſe 5 propheſying 172 ſackcloth I 360. 
dajes, Rev. 11, 3-8 12+ 6» & Kev. 13.5 Then 4 there is the 
- {ame 


oe? 
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ſame meature of time, of the treading under foot of the Court and y 

the holy City by the Gentiles , Rev. 11.2. AS for time, times , a4 , bs 
and halfe a time, it isexpounded, c. x2. v. 6. compared with | 
24.t0 be thece years:nda halfe: And three yeares and a halſe con- Mr Mede in 
taine 42. Months, and likewiſe in rhree years and a halfe there be Cluvi -- peca!zp, 
x 250 dayes. Now it is frequent in Propheſies to ſer down a day for 


| a year ; fo then by that account the witneſſes ſufferings under the 


Beaſt , and the Churches perſecution by the Whore, and the 
tyrayny of Antichriſt, reckoning a day for a yeare , muſt bex 260, 
yeares, which 1s juſt ſo many yeares as Chriſt Preached dayes (as 
1s cen;ectured: } Now ſome take the beginning of this account 
frem Hedebrand, for then Antichriſt was very high, Amro 666. 

Rt» Fats F | 
2ccording to the number of the beaſt, Rev.13.18, I will not un- Mr. Moſer in 
dettake to determine when weſhould begin. and when to end the _ ief. to his 

W ; | a iſto, 

account, bur it iscleare thar there is the Eine beginning and the 
lame ending. However take your levellwhere you will, there can- 
not be many yeares remaining of x 260. not wany weeks of the 
three yeates and a -halfe , not many dayes of the 42. Months. I 
may adde to this, that the Vialls that are poured forth already 
upon Babjlex, and the evident Declinations of the Papall ſtate , 
are as ſo wany ſteps to ruine ; the deadly wounds given to the 
Whore-ridden Beaſt are ſo many prologues to the Tragedy of 
Rome: Tt would be too lorg to go overall the particulars ſeverally. 

$ I might adde the Predictions of A#rologers, and thole that = 
ſtudy the eAlmanack of Heaven written in viſible Characters * : We m—_ Pro. 
there is one that is ſo farre from favouring your proceedings Ia _ pays 
that he hath moſt unworthily reproached you, in a book ſer forth atn"y op 
by him.in which he harh colleRed ſom: choice obſervartions,{give who rhey arc 
him his due) out of the molt learned Aſtronomers, which ſeeme that he char- 
to give great light to all that 1 drive at: (a) «-4/fted, and he our mou _ 
of 1ycho Brahe , iayes that from the yeare 1603. tO 1642. the Treaſon , and 
world will receive great mutations, becaule in thoſe 40. yeares Murthe:s, and 
comes to a period,the ſeventh revolution of the Pjanetrs ; beſides Theſts, &c. 
the numbers in Dariel and the Apocalyps confirme the ſame he 5a alſo he 
(a) Tycho Brahe ſayes , that this ſeventh revolution hath tome- ne, 
name of Ca'nl:; Calinarii-p2g.33, (a) Alſted. Spec. Mundi inſert. (ronol. & in Excyclop. aſe 
Lt4,Septima hac revolutione Pla;ete redeunt ad fra initia,unde finis regnorum Muni; 2 peritis rei 
Aftre.omice colligitnr, Encyc'0p pag. 46+ ſol.edit.1630. & in Chron. (b) Sabbati(mi quaniam 
o:cultam rationem obtinet ( ſpeaking of this ſeveath revolution ) & pre caleris peculiare, © 


1414 moments quid denumtiat. Tych\Brabe. what 
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har peculiar and Fngular aboveall the fonner, bee {peaks as if &. 
pointed at a Sabbariime, and rhar by this meanes 2 Preparation or 
protafis were made to the Apocalypticall thouſand yeares. Aifted 
ſpeaks peremprorily concerning the conjunction of Satzerr and 
[upiter in Ariet, in February laſt , 1642+ portendit ( layes he ) 
now alicujus imperis revolutionem : It is remarkable what Kepler 
faid concerning the influence andeffe&s of that portentuous ſtarre 


in Serpente which appeared in Ofeb. 1604. and vaniſhed in Feby. 


(a)KejtdeStel- 1 g og, (a) he fayes that Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline ſhall be reſtored 
_} my by a publike Courcell, the Church ſhall be reformed, licentiou!- 
ne forjan nefle of youth ſhall bee cleane raken away, and the madneſſe of 
<0;c:l. Þordre- the people ſhall be reſtrained, and zn Ariſtocracy Col/cgiormy , 
&azum 148. which way be capable of mor conftrudions, {ball prevaile, The 
ſeſſiontizes ceie> Author of Name, Prophet. fayes, that he may ayme elther at the 
ns Synod of Dore 1618. or ( laugh not Nuxtias ) The eAfem- 
Anglic. quem 9 of Divines now called. Keplers PrediRion 1s very ſtrange, and 
an\elamus,con- IS yet 10 be fulfilled, and although fome {corn thar 1t ſhould be 
vent; preſcits meant of this Aſſembly, yer even they (it vengeance ſufter them 
Voc anno 1642. to live) way ſee the bulinefſe ina good farwardnefle toward an ac- 
compliſhment, T could tell you of much more in this kinde out 
of Aſtronomers and Divines,who ſpeak ſtrangely of theClimaGte - 
ticall year of the Beaſt,and the hoines upon the head of the Beaſt, 
as 21io of thoſe glorious times approaching ; but this would ask 
larger compaſle then the time will beare,, or a Sermon will con- 
raine. Wherefore now I ſuppoſe I may encourage you as the 
Apoſtle did the believing Jewes, Heb.1 0.2 3.25. {-ct us ({ayes he 
to them) hold faſt the Profeſſron of our Faith without wavering : 
«nd ſo much the more, as you fee the day appro«ching. What day ? 
That day in which your faith ſhall be confrrmedin the Doctrine 
which I have Preached, which is the abolition of the Prieſthood, 
(of which he had ipoken before) and the legall Ceremonies ; for 
ncthing cculd adde a greater confirmation to their faith, which 
were bcleeving Jewes, then to {ee the deiolctionof the Temple 
of which Chritt hadpropheſfied, and of the whole Religion of the 
Jewcs 2s touching Ceremonies,foretold by the Prophcts : So alſo 
way be underſtood, v. 35. & 37: of the ſame chap. ( aft not away 
your cor figexce, &c, For yet a little while, hee that ſhall came, will 
come , and ſtall not tirry : What hee is this? but even Fe thar 
Danicl 
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Die! had prophehed of, 9. 26, The people of the Prince that 
ſhall, come , ſhall deftroy the (ity and the Sanftuary. That is, 
T.Veſpaſian, the R.Emperour, that was rocome: I confeſle others 
interpret the day ſpoken of, of the day of judgement.bur withour 
any colour of truth :3Nory as the Apottledidencourage the be- 
lieving Jewes from: the time-approaching in which they ſhould 
ſee-the endof Darzels 70. weeks, and the legall SanRuary abo- * 


4iſhed, and ſo by that they might know the Meſſias: was come; 


So I may encourage you from this, that the time is very nigh 
in which you ſhall ſee the utter abolition of thefability and glory 
of the Romiſh Religionand State, rhe time is nigh (as may be 
conjeRured) the expiring, ſet forth'in the 42 Months, and 1260. 
dayes,and the three years and a halfe, and in the myſticall language 
of a time, times,and halfe a time: Since it is (o, the ſame words 
may be ſpoken to you , as David ſpaketo his Son Solomon, when 
he was to build the materiall Temple, which was buta Type of 
this about which youare employed, 1 Chrone22.11.12.13. 
I comenow to a Ule of direRion, in which (with all humility 
and {abmiffion) Iſhallendeavonr to lay down ſome Rules. 
t.Remember that thoſeare (arpemters that are employedin this 
great work; Therefore you muſt doe as they that'are to build, you 
muſt alwayes go by rule,and by line,andplammet ; you mult be moſt 
exa& inthe Fafneſle , and havea care togoe by rule your ſelves, 
to keep cloſe to Law, and caule others to walk by rule and mea- 
ſure, and.fteare by compaſle ; thoſe that toriake rule , they may 
perhaps be faid to build , but as thoſe ſpoken of Micah 3.9.10. 
they build up Sion with blood, and lernuſalem with iniquity. 

2. Prepare choigg materials for the bouſe of God,you wult doe 
what lies 1n you fof1t;here mult be no hay nor {tubble,no lumane 
inventions in this frame, they muſt be all caſt onc, and kepr ont. 

2- Seek out wiſe maſter builders ,choyce inſtruments, which muſt 
be more.immedarely imployedin the ſervice , andrearivg up the 
Tabernacle of 1aceb,, left in ftead of a uniforme buiiding you 


- have a Babel : Thoſe that build with untempered morter, they 


doe bur patch 2nd dawb , bur they doe nor build ; you mult 
have a ſpeciall care to ſet up lamps , and you mutt tee thar they 
be furniſhed with fore of oyle ; chuſe Aholiabs and Bezatezls, men 


throng hly furniſhed to every good _— 


4 Takg 


26 


A Sermon Preached before the 
4 Take beed of doing the Lords work negligently and by halfs , 
Ir is a terrible word thet was ſpoken, Jer.48.10.Remember what 
was ſaid, Ezr.7.23.Whatſoever is commanded by the God of heaven, 
let it be diligently done, for the houſe of the God of heeven ; for why 


ſhould there be wrath againſt the Realm of the King and his Sons? 


Conſider that Sal did the work «/moft, but for that he was al- 
rogether rejected of Gad, r Same 15-9 26. therefore goe'you 
thorough with your work ; the King of 1ſrael being bid ro ſmite 
upon the ground by the Propher Eltſha , he {more bur thrice, bur 
che man of God was zngry with him 2nd rold him,he ſhould have 
ſmitten five or ſix times, and then he ſhould have ſwitten Syria till 
he had conſumed it, but now he fbould fmite it but thrice, 2 King. 
IB. 19. What ever hornes ſtand in the way , {mite them, till you 
have knocked them off. The King of 1frael paid deare for ipa- 
ring, when he was to have defiroyed, 1 Kirg.20.42. his life went 
for thar life of him whom he ſpared, and the King of //Faels peo- 
pte ſor his people. The Law concerning Oxen that puſh with rhe 
Rhornes, and goare, is ſet down, Exod. 31. 28. 39- It1snot ſaid 
his hornes ſhall bee fawne off, but he mat be toned, and if the 
owner had warning of the beaſt, and would not take a courſe 
with the beaſt that- hee ſhould hurt none , he was to be put to 
death; you have todoe with horned beaſts , and they have puſhed 
and killed, and you have had warning ; 1: fay no more, Thefe 
very beaſts are much more outragious; like a Stagge that is 
wounded, or a Bull that hath received a knock at the Sham- 
bles, will make him that ſhot or Rtrook them rhe obje& of their 
fury if they can ; certainly the very worſt ule is made of ſat- 
penſions and delayes,according to that E; ccleſy8.1 I. Becauſe ſer- 
rence againit an eaill work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the 
heart of the ſontof men is fully ſet in then to dee evill : Remem- 
ber likewiſe that there is aſtigma and a brand of infamy ſer upon 
thoſe Kings,that did not goe thorough with the buſineſſe of Re- 
formarion, 2 King.14-4- & 15+4- ; 

5. Takeheed of building upon an old frame, that muſt bee all 
plucked down to the ground ; take heed of playſtering when 
you ſhould bee pulling down ; now it is apparent thar the old 
houſe built .up by the faction of Antichriſt isleprous , the plague 
of leprofie hath appeared in every pert thereof ; it has been ſcraped 

| ' and 
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and the ftonesplucked ont, and plaittered up againe, and yer the 
leproſie breaks forth, therefore according ro rhe Law of leprobe, 
Lev.14-44-45.it muſt bepulted down,and you muſt not make ule 
of the materials of it, but according to the Law they wereto hee 
calt out into2n uncleane place ; whar ever we have hadfrom Rome 
co patch up a Church withall , you mult rake care that it be caſt 
our of the Church, let them be caſt beck to Rome, which is Sedows. 
a beaſtly uncleane ſink , from whence we had them ; there was a 
curie upon Jericho, /ofÞ.6.26. it was razed down never to bee 
builr, fo mult Babylon be plucked down, andevery part of it, there- 
fore rake heed there- be no building upon any-part of that frame 
that is curled. 

6. Havea ſpeciall care that none of the horxes that are knock 
off ſpring up againe ; what ever lccks of the Sampſons of Rare you 
have ſhorne oft, rake heed they doe nor grow againe ; remember 
the houſe that he pluckt down upon the heads of his enemies, and 
remember char envenomed fpirits, by how much their power. is 
- abared, by ſo much the moretheir malicedoth encreaſe. 

' 7. Thereſhouldbe a ſpeciall care had concerning thoſe rhat are 
admirred to the work: Ezp. 4. 2.2. you have ſome offer to build 
with Godspeople,but rhey would not admit them, v. 3. Fitlt, take 
heed that none of a different Religion beemployed in this work, 
neither nn arognxgny thoſe that arehererodox in their _ , 
for if t true to their own principles, they muſt advance , ,,._-. ,.. © 
and whos cheirown faction and way ; 2 There be thar have mp | 
taken good paines to ſheyy divers reaſons of this caution; Second= cleſiavetronova 
ly, it 18 no wayes fit that thoſe that are ingaged in the work 47. cura 4- - 
ſhould ſpeak halfe the language of Cane, and halfe thelan- ” —_ 
guage of Aſhdod ; they ought not to be linke-woolſey men, ,, * T rep. 
. neutrals or wterque's, theſe will daub,they willnor build ; Thirdly, 4::z0z. Theo- 
no Noveliſts, theſe will much diſturbproceedings , for novelties rcm.30.80d.1.4, 
at the firftare taking, theſe willraiſe a duſt, which will not eaſily __ _ 
be allayed : Fourrhly, no Formalifts and Ceremonious men to be |; ho + = 2 
admirred, rheſe will be bringing ſome ſtraw and ſtubble in ſtead ,, 4, © 
of prerious ones ; all theſe kinde of men will diſtra& and trouble | 
the workers they willnever advarce or promote it, they are fitter 
for rhe building of a Babel,therr the Sia» of God. 

8. Labour to ger faith and ro encreaſe it; ſtudy holineſſe _ 


E 2 


Engagements 
ro quicken ro 
your duty. 
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be enflamed with- love , and zeale. to the cauſe of God; he thar 


wants iaith, wants an engine that can move the Globe of Hea- 
ven and Ezrth. and chat engacerh the arme of God to advance 
the building ; faith is very necetlary, for che walls of Babylon, as 
well asthe wallsof ericho, will falldown before it: holineſſe muſt 
be their Nudy, your work is to6build the Lords houſe, within your 


line andcompaile:now they that are tobe employed in this buſineſs - 


are called Gods ſuntiified ones, If. 13. 3. therefore let holineſſe to 
the Lord be writtenupon your hearts, upon your foreheads, and 


upon your actions : zeale is neceſſary ; Chriſt faid,thatehe zeale of 


Gods houſe hadeven eaten him up , 1oh.2:17,and Pſal.6g.g. David 
who was a type of Chriſt, he ſpeaks the ſeme language either of 
himſelfeor Chri// ; if any thing {wallowes you up, let itbe the 
care of this bauſineſſe : then for love and ſtrong affections to. the 
buſineſle, it ismoſt requiſite you ſhould have them ; Love puts 
oyle to the wheels , and zeale drives them with more ſpeed and 
ſtwittneſſe: It is nota few {parks of-either yillſervethe turn, now 
you ſhould be ali in flames; for by you life , and hear, andactivity, 
are tO bee communicated to many a dull and lumpiſh andleaden 
ſpirit : It is faidof David, (hron.29.3. thathe ſet his affection to 
the building of Gods houſe ;. and 2\ eh. 4+ 6.1t45 faid the people 


had a mind to thework: Zezle 1s winged with watchtulnefle and 


diligence, andthe.work calls for all theſe; you have an excellence 

patteinin/Nehemiah, ch,2.12,13,14,15& 4.931 4o15,&c- 
As for you (honowrable and beloved) there be the greateſt en- 
gagements upon you. to excite you to your duty that ever were 
upon mortall men ; forif honourable Services and Employments 
be engagements,you are called torhem, and rhey call for dury : If 
faſting dayes, and dayes ofhumiliation be engagements, you have 
had them: If greatadvantages, and prerious opportunities of be - 
ing and doing good bee engagements , you bave them mote 
every day, they come petitioning to you anddefire to be enter- 
taincd, they ccme a wooing to you, and beg your favourable ac- 
ceptance: It deliverances , and thankſgiving dayes be obligations 
on you, you have enjoyed them : If ftrange 2nd admirable provi- 
dcnccs be Rrong bonds, you haye had them : If prayers and teares 
of Sairts, if the hopes and expectations of the people of God 
cerceining you be mighty engagements, then jurely you _ 
them 
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\ themall : If Gods h-nonrand his Churches interefts,whoſebuil- 

; ders you are, and his cauſe;whoſe Virdices and/Aﬀertours yon are, 
be <ngagements, theſe you have depoſited to you: Tfthe Intereſts 
of Towns and Countreys, and a Kingdome of Chriftendowe in 

7 2 great meaiure ,catry any weight in them, 'you- have them caſt 
upon you : Ir difticulties,and oppoſitions, and malice;of Devils and * 
men, be engagements (as certainly they are) to ftirre you up to 
zeale,&c. then I gmiure you have them declared againſt you; here 


be incentives (I ſuppote enough) ro quickenyou. 

When I-confider the work withall the corcomitants .:nd con- Some prefling 
ſequences iſſuing from it, the weighty and ponderous circumſtan- ras 
| ces attending it ; me thinks .a' Parliament of glorious Angels tg porn 
| ſhould be firrerto beemployed in fuch a buſineſle as this, then of , 
; weak and ſinfull men,: I cannot bur break forth into admiration, 
| and make uſe of thoſe wordagif David, Pſal. 8.4. 5- What is man 
\ that thou art mindfull of him, or the ſonne of man 'that thou 

viſiteſt him! for thou haſt made him a little lower then Angels, and 
, crowned him with glory and hoxour « T way ſay, What are you that 
God ſhculd firgle you out for this great work, which the holy | 
Angels, if they were tomake their option-and choyce, would as 
ſoone pitch upon, that they might lay forth their excellencies, 
and engage their perfe&tions in, as ſoone as any rhatever was 
tranſakted among the children of men! May nor therefore 
every one of you ſpeak as David didto Saulwhen he offered him 
hisDaughter,1 Sam. 18.18. ho am 1? or what is my life, or my 
Fathers Family in /ſrael? 1 may likewiſeuſe the words of Peter 
in another _ 2 Pet. 3.11. What manner of perſons ought yee to 
bee in all holy converſation and godlineſſe? Honourable and beloved, 
you are choſen wen all, bur are youallchoyce men? you are men 
picked andculled our of thouſands that you might be ( arpenters, 

| (it is the Lords own word ) have you prayed and wepr, that = 
=. may be fitted for the building of the Lords houſe? you arecho- 
ſen out of all the Tribes of 1ſrae/, and it is ſuppoſed that-you 
repreſent the vertues,' godlinetſe , the humility , the zeale, the 
prudence,&c. of whole Towns, 2nd Countreys,and of a Kingdom. 

For it 1s ſuppoſed 'that - thole Townes: and Countreys from 

whence you-are ſent, would make choyce of ſuch , who bei 

moſt eminent in theſe chipgs and other excellencies, are = 
E 3 j 
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fit to advance the good of Church and State, and ro repreſent 


Lacorically.and by way of abridgement, the piety and holineſſe, 
&c. of a Kingdome ; the thouſands of 1/rael ſpeak and vote in 
you, conſider well whether you ſpeak as if thouſands of mens in- 
tereſts did depend upon your words, Letmee ule the Apoſtles 
words, {peaking concerning godly ſorrow , 2 Cor, 7: what care- 
fulneſſe ſhould this work tn. you'; yea, what clearing of your ſelves, 
yea, what indignation, yea, what feare, yea, what vehement deſire, 
yea, what zeale, yea , what revenge? Let it bee your conſtant en- 
deayour , in all things to approve your ſelves cleare in this 
matter. 21 | 
Conſider well ; are you the men that have taken paines with 
your ſelves to humble your ſelves before the Lord, that fo he might 
ſhew you the forme of his houſe, for 1t 1sfaid concerning the 
houſe of 1/ſrael, Ezek, 43-11. 1f tif bee aſhamed of all that they 
have done, then ſhew them the forme of the houſe, ani the faſhion 
thereef, &c. If you have not done this ,' then certainely you are 
much indebted , and in great- arrerages , you are much behind 


| hand, me thinks this ſhonld caſt you flat upon your faces this days 


It muſt needs humbleyou exceedingly”, it it may be truly ſaid by 
Almighty God concerning any of you, My work goes on flowly, 
becauſe you are flnggiſh , becauſe you want zeale, andlove, and 
courage tomy cauſe : My building isar a ſtand, becauſe you are ar 
a ſtand, youmake noprogreſle in holineſle, therefore you make no 
better progrefle in the great affaires committed 1o you ; Refor- 
mariongoesonflowly, becau!c you your ſelves that ſhould be: Re- 
formers,want reformation. It will be @ heavie charge if it way be 
truly faid. the hopes and expeRtationsot a Kingdom are ſuſpended, 
becauſe you are not humbled , becaute tome of you have by-ends, 
carnalland callaterall refpets, private engagements and particular 
intereſts, which byaſle you a wrong way : That the Kingdowe 
groanes and weepes, beczuie yon will not veep foryour finnes ; if 
apy of theſe things way be truly taid of any of you , it will prove 
a very weighty and a terrible. charge. Ie is faid of Jeroboar 
the Sonne of Nebar, that he made iſrael ro finne, and becauſe 
David :nned, 700co.. men mult die ; publike perſins and a re- 
pretentative Body may-canſe a Kirgdome to finne', and a 
Kingdome to bee plagued; take heed'it be nor ſaid, that England 
| | ſinnes 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
fGrmes becauſe :of you., or thar- England: ſuffers becauſe you 
ſinne. #44 oy. * , 

You atethe firſt fruirs of a Kingdome, choſen 6n purpoſe ſor 
ſpeciall ſervice ; the whole lnwp wasfanCtified end bleſſed, for the 
firſt fruits lake, Roms, 1 1.16. Rev. 14. 4. If any of you ſhould 


| be fiwearers,, or covetous, or uncleane, or profane, you way bring 


a great curſe, farre greater then ordinary ; If our bleſſings be cur- 
ſed,as it is, CMat.2.2. how great is that curſe! A-Nationis re- 
pretented by you, (and wa a very miſerable Nation, becauſe a 
very 6nfull one) Icculd wiſh your forrow were ſuch this day. that 
Ir might appear you repreſent a Kingdomes forrowes, and a King- 
Gcmes teares ; I could wiſh thar it were fo great , as that God 
would accept it for a Kingdowe, for ſo God doth fojnetime; you 
being the firſt fruits, who krowes bur you may be zccepted, and 


«the whole lump for you ? I would to God it were propotticnable 


ime yay to the Nations finnes-which you repreſent ; 1o that as it 
way be taid, never any G6nne like Englands fone, fo it may 'alſo 
be 1aid, never any forrow was hke your fofrrow : The greateſt 


mourners in $02, are the beſt builders of So» : every finne you 


lubdue this day, yeu knock down a horn that puſheth againſt the 
building of Gods houle ; every luſt that 0 ſay this day,you 
daſh our the braines. of a Babylonian that hinders the buil- 
ding. | | 
God forbid that that complaining reproofe of God-zgainſt 
the Elders of ſrael, Ezck. x 4. 3-4+ ſhould be true of any of you; 
God would not be enquired of by them , becauſe they had 1dols 
in their heart, and put a ſtumbling bleck of their iniquity before 
their face, and this wade God aftranger to them, v.g. The very 
firſt workin any Reformation was the caſting down of Idols and 
removing flumbling blecks ; let it not be ſaid of any of you, that 
you carry any Idols 1nyour hearts, which are the greateſt flum- 
blmg blocks , or that you ſhould harbour any Babylonians in your 
boſoms, which ſecretly undermine and pull down that which you 
iecme ro build ; ler this day be a day of throwing downrthe ſtrong 


holds of finne, and I afluremy ſelfe ir will bea day of rearingup and 
_ building. 


The ruine of the Kingdome of Satan, Antichriſt, and Sinne, is 
the raiſing up of the Kingdome and Church of Jeſus Chriſt. 
| | IK 


a 


Hes.” 


T1 


33: 


A word of 
comfort ſer 
colicluſion. 


4 Sermon Preached before the 


I ſhall, latly, ſuggeſt ſome conſolation to you; to this purpoſe 


letmeuſe thewordsthat Afoſes ſpake to Foſhuah and the children 
of !ſrael, when they were to enter Canaan, Dat. 31.6. Be ſtrorg , 


and of a good conrage, feare not, nor be afraid of them : forthe Lord 


thy Ged, he it is;that doth gee with thee, he will not faile thee nor 
forſake thee-+, T doe not doubt but that Prophefie concerning the 
Iew;. may. in a good meafure haveits accompliſhment upon you 
allo, Zech. 8. 23. T hus ſaith the Lord of heats, Inthoſe dayes it 
ſhall come topaſſe that ten men ſhall take hold ont of all languages of 
the Nations, even ſhall take hold of the skirt of himthat is a ew, 
ſaying, We will geewith you, for we have heard that God'is with you: 
God will (Idoubr not) make it appeare 1o viſibly thatheis with 
you , that aithough for the preſent; you and we have ſuch aday as 
15 ipokenof Zech.14.6.n which the light 1s neither cleare, nor 
dark, yer if you commit your way unto the Lord, and if you truft 
in him, hee will bring it to paſſe: and make thar bleſſedpromite 
good unto you which followes in the next verſe , Pſal. 37. $5.6. 
he well bring forth your righteonſneſſe as the light, and your judge- 
went as the noon-day : And altheugh you are for the preſent both in 
{weat and blood, yet you muſt remember thar promiſe to Gods 
people, /{:9.3.their joy ſhould be according to the joy in harveſt, 
thatis.a joy cm ſudore; harveſt work 15 tweating work, {weat goes 
before and attends thar joy ; and they ſhall rejoyce as men that 
divice the {poyle ; that 1s, their re;zoycingiſhould bee like the re- 
joycivg ofthole who by blowes ard blood had gained the conqueſt: 
ſo that your labour is cum ſargumeto,butyour rejoycing ſhal be like 
theirs that divide t!ic ipoyle, a viRtorious trmmphant rejoycing; 
fo that athough God doth promije great things, yer they ſhall 
rot bce accomwpiifhr. norm K; ei anwwmTly he ſets out great metrcies 
to {ale ſor teat and blood: for thoſe that hee doth employ in any 
great dcli;n, bc pvts them upon the exetrcite of their tairh and 
LICECC, as well as their parts «nd prudence : I doe not doubr 
i thzt cre lorg it ſhall be true of you and all that joyre with 
yeu, 2S It wes of the Jewes, E:\h. 8.16.17. The lewes had light 
and glad:.cſſe,jo3 and hozonr : Ard mevery Province, ard in ever 
Cy, the jewes had joy and gloaneſſe. aFeaſt and a goed dey't ard 
maryof ihe peepleof the Land bccame lewes. for thefeare of the Jewes 


felt jon them. 
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